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slow-motion video of our 
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*National Safety Council: Less than 1 percent of all unintentional fatalities are � rearms-related.

Let us all remain vigilant about 
preventing access to � rearms by 
unauthorized persons, including 

children, at-risk individuals and persons 
legally prohibited from possessing 
� rearms. 
 Store unloaded � rearms in a locked 
cabinet, safe or storage case. Use a gun 
lock as an additional safety precaution. 
Store ammunition in a locked location 
separate from � rearms. When removing 

� rearms from storage, con� rm they still 
are unloaded.
 Own a � rearm for home security? Your 
objective should be to make the � rearm 
readily available to you but inaccessible to 
unauthorized persons. Consider using a 
lockable case that can be quickly opened.
 The National Shooting Sports 
Foundation thanks you for being one of 
millions of responsible � rearms owners. 
Learn more at NSSF.org/safety. 

Firearms owners can take pride in knowing that due to 
safe handling and storage practices, � rearms accidents 

are at record-low levels.* 

NSSF.ORG/SAFETY

Firearms Responsibility

NSSF_FR_JrShtr.indd   1 6/20/13   10:43 AM



4 www.juniorshooters.net

CONTENTSVolume 15 / Summer 2013

FEATURES
By Juniors

Adams Arms
14.5-inch Evo Ultralite Piston MSR Upper
By: Tim Yackley (14)

What Shooting Has Taught Me
By: Brittany Cribbs (14)

Junior Shooters Swarm Midwest 3-Gun
By: Jake Denno (15)

Parma Monthly .22 Matches
By: Ashley Rumble (11) 

The Mighty .410
By: Liz Kauza (14) 

Scooter’s Youth Shooting Camp
By: Jack Stinger (15)

My First Turkey
By: Abigail Taylor (10)

Tiffany Piper Three-Time Bianchi Cup 
Junior Champion
By: Tiffany Piper (19)

Adventures at the Rockcastle Shotgun 
Championship
By: Joseph Murray (12)

JUNIOR SHOOTERS

26

52

56

28

34

32

24

20

 34 52

54

30



JUNIOR SHOOTERS

juniorshooters.net

Making A markVolume 15 / Summer 2013

Reloading 
With Lyman

The Quest
Part Three

The Mighty
.410!

Sig Sauer
Mosquito

Burlington
High School

Display until 11/15/13
  #110033 Summer 2013

Do You Stink
at

Pre-season Scouting?

Ty’s Travels:

Volume 15 Summer 6-24-13.indd   1 6/25/2013   10:13:17 AM

5Volume 15 SUMMER 2013

On the Cover:

FEATURES

Ty’s Travels
Do You Stink at Pre-season Scouting?
By: Ty Weaver (18)

Safety:
Accidents/Incidents
By: Larry Haley 

Kid’s Gear

COLUMNS 

By Juniors

Advertiser’s Index

62

10

60

18

66

 8

14

 8

 18

See More Online!
www.juniorshooters.net

20

46

Burlington High School
By: Perry Hintz

Sellin Family’s SCTP Adventures
By: Andrew Sellin (21), Kylah Sellin (22), 
and Tianna Sellin (19)

A&M Clay Shooters
By: Michele and Art Johnson

Be An Ambassador For Firearms Safety
By: Glenn Sapir, NSSF Director Editorial 
Services 

128 Years of Walther and the LG400
By: Chip Lohman, Shooting Sports USA NRA 
and Jenna Fees (16)

Reloading With Lyman
By: Andy Fink, Hayden Lierman (13), and 
Justin Underwood (14)

Sig Sauer’s Mosquito
By: Andy Fink, Hayden Lierman (13), Alisah 
Lierman (18), and Wyatt Irish (13)

The Quest Continues - Part Three
Bighorn Sheep
By: Jim DeBlasio

 42
 10

Ty Weaver (18) has ten big 
game world records: six with 
a bow, three with a rifle, and 
one with a muzzleloader. He 
started hunting big game with 
a rifle at age five and with a 
bow at six.

Scholastic Clay Target Program (SCTP)
Scholastic Pistol Program (SPP)

38

42

44



6 www.juniorshooters.net

Publisher
Junior Sports Magazines, Inc.

Editor-In-Chief
Andy Fink

Associate Editors
Ray Walters and Kenny Durham

Regular Contributing Authors & Editors
Ty Weaver (Jr.), Molly Smith (Jr.), Duncan Dye (Jr.), 

Jon McGrath II (Jr.), Daniel Riordan (Jr.), Kolby 
Pavlock (Jr.), Wyatt Irish (Jr.), Justin Underwood 
(Jr.), Cole Furtney (Jr.), Jessie Previtt (Jr.), Cody 

Leeper (Jr.), Casey Lutz (Jr.), Sara Brandenburg (Jr.), 
Alisah Lierman (Jr.), Hayden Lierman (Jr.), Poppy 

Vorse (Jr.), River Vorse (Jr.), Brian Nelson (Jr.), 
Joseph Murray (Jr.), Jenna Fees (Jr.), Brittney Cribbs 
(Jr.), Ashley Rumble (Jr.), Jack Stinger (Jr.), Andrew 

Langerak (Jr.), Dave Furney, Kim Rhode, Robert 
Krone, Larry Haley, Terry Bowers, Glenn Sapir 
(NSSF), Bill Dunn (NSSF), Travis Gibson (MGM 

Targets), (SCTP) Joe Wieczorek

Marketing & Sales
Andy Fink 

Website
Dawn Fink & Andy Fink

Tel: 208-629-8967, publisher@juniorshooters. net 
www.juniorshooters.net  

7154 W. State St. # 377, Boise, ID 83714

General E-mail: Info@juniorshooters.net
Advertising Information: 

Advertising@juniorshooters.net 
Letters to Editor: articles@juniorshooters.net

Article Submission: articles@juniorshooters.net 
By Telephone: (208) 629-8967 

By Mail: Junior Shooters 7154 West State Street 
#377 Boise, Idaho 83714

Copyright and Published by Junior Sports 
Magazines, Inc. All rights reserved under 

international and Pan American Copyright 
Conventions. Reproduction, in whole or in part, is 
authorized as long as appropriate credit is given 

to Junior Shooters magazine and/or Junior Sports 
Magazines, Inc. Junior ShootersTM is a trademark of 

Junior Sports Magazines, Inc., Boise, Idaho. 
Printed in U.S.A.

A Word from Your Editor 

Safety Notice
During article development, firearm testing, training, and participating in 

shooting activities, Junior Shooters insists that all juniors are supervised by an 
adult and follow NRA-approved safety rules. In addition, the taking of photographs 
must always be accomplished in a safe manner. Any photographs taken in which 
the camera is in front of the firing line, or what would be the firing line, are made 
using a remote camera.

Warning:
Readers:  Be advised that there may be products 

represented in this magazine as to which the sale, 
possession, or interstate transportation thereof may be 
restricted, prohibited, or subject to special  licensing 
requirements.  Prospective purchasers should consult 
the local law enforcement authorities in their area.  All of 
the information in this magazine is based on the personal 
experience of individuals who may be using specific tools, 
products, equipment, and components under particular 
conditions and circumstances, some or all of which may not 
be reported in the particular article and which this magazine 
has not otherwise verified.  Nothing herein is intended 
to constitute a manual for the use of any product or the 
carrying out of any procedure or process.  This magazine 
and its officers, authors, consultants, and employees accept 
no responsibility for any liability, injuries, or damages arising 
out of any person’s attempt to rely upon any information 
contained herein. All shooting photos were taken under 
adult supervision and photos taken from in front of the firing 
line were done via remote camera.

How you learn to deal with failure and disappointment 
is actually a life skill. Many people never do learn how to 
accept that they’ve failed at something and use the positive 
lessons it can teach, such as good sportsmanship, how to 
continue and be better, understanding why and how to 
ensure they don’t make the same mistake again. Learning 
such a skill at a young age can make your life a success 
and help you deal with the many problems that occur as you 
grow into adulthood. Brittany Cribbs (14) included some of 
this in her article What Shooting Has Taught Me on page 26 
of this issue.

As you compete in the shooting sports, you have ups 
and downs, just as in most sports and in life. Coaches try 
to encourage shooters and guide them in the right direction 
on how to handle failure. In many of the action shooting 
sports there is a term used called “DQ” which means 
disqualified. You can get DQ’d for a stage or for a whole 
match depending upon the sport or the violation. Most 
DQs are safety-oriented such as going past the 180-degree 
line (which extends both horizontal and vertical). It is very 
important to explain the safety violation that occurred, why 
it happened, how to ensure it never happens again, and to 
practice safety maneuvers even more strongly than before.

I have seen participants (mostly adults) get totally upset 
when DQ’d, swear, stomp off in a huff, throw their gear on 
the ground, and exhibit totally unsportsman-like conduct. I 
have also seen people quickly acknowledge their mistake, 
put their gear away, and then turn around and ask what 
else they can help with. They help their squad, the other 
shooters, and the people putting on the match. This occurred 
recently during the MGM Ironman (toughest 3-Gun event 
in the country). We had three of our 16 junior shooters (two 
adults, 18, and one junior, 14) get DQ’d. It filled me with 
an enormous amount of pride to see each of them accept it 
graciously, understand why they were disqualified, and turn 
around and continue to pitch in and help their squads. This 
type of sportsman-like conduct is what we all aspire to.

DQs, Failure, and Lessons Learned



ADVICE
A  F A T H E R ’ S

WWW.RUGER.COM

Written by Mark Beaufoy of Coombe House, Shaftesbury, Dorset, England, in 1902, on presenting his eldest son, 

Henry Mark, with his first gun. Reproduced here by permission of the author’s granddaughter, Mrs. P. M. Guild.

If a sportsman true you’d be 
Listen carefully to me...

Never, never let your gun pointed be at anyone. 
That it may unloaded be matters not the least to me.

When a hedge or fence you cross though of time 
it cause a loss from your gun the cartridge take for 

the greater safety’s sake.

If twixt you and neighboring gun bird shall fly or 
beast may run let this maxim ere be thine 

“Follow not across the line.”

Stops and beaters oft unseen 
Lurk behind some leafy screen. 

Calm and steady always be 
“Never shoot where you can’t see.”

You may kill or you may miss 
But at all times think this: 

“All the pheasants ever bred 
Won’t repay for one man dead.”

“Early Instruction” 
 By Carl Kauba 
 c. 1902
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Be an Ambassador for Firearms Safety
Gun-control proposals have 

been introduced to several state 
legislatures and even to Congress 
since the horrible shootings that 
occurred in Newtown, Connecticut, 
last December 14. The proposals are 
reactions by government officials 
who feel the same heartache that 
you and I suffered as we watched 
the news unfold on that fateful day. 
We all want to do something to 
lessen the chances of such a tragedy 
occurring again.

The truth is, however, that the 
gun-control laws being proposed 
today would not have prevented 
the Newtown tragedy. Furthermore, 
these proposals are aimed at 
law-abiding citizens. Criminals, 
however, do not obey laws. 

One of the most effective ways to 
minimize the chance of such future 
incidents is to prevent unauthorized 
access to firearms. If the mother 
of the shooter at Sandy Hook 
Elementary School had her firearms 
secured to prevent unauthorized 
access, it is possible that her 

son, known to her to be mentally 
unstable, might not have ever been 
armed that day.

As the trade association for the 
firearms, ammunition, hunting, 
and shooting sports industry, 
the National Shooting Sports 
Foundation has launched a three-
prong campaign to help prevent 
unauthorized access to firearms.

First, it has bolstered its 
commitment to Project ChildSafe. 
Project ChildSafe and its 
predecessor, Project HomeSafe, are 
programs NSSF has administered 
since the late 1990s. During that 
time, NSSF has distributed more 
than 36 million free firearms-safety 
kits to law enforcement agencies 
across the country, which, in turn, 
have  made them available for free 
to the citizens they serve. These free 
kits include firearms safe-storage 
information, as well as a cable-
style gun lock. This year NSSF has 
committed an additional million 
dollars to Project ChildSafe.

You can visit www.
projectchildsafe.org to learn more 
about the program, including a list 
of participating law enforcement 
agencies. If you do not see an 

Unauthorized access is crucial to helping prevent future tragedies
By: Glenn Sapir, 
NSSF Director, 
Editorial Services

agency with jurisdiction for your 
home, then you should contact your 
police department and encourage 
them to go to the website to request 
the free safety kits.

Another way NSSF has long been 
discouraging unauthorized access 
is by promoting “Don’t Lie for the 
Other Guy,” a program to make 
firearms retailers more attuned to 
attempts by an eligible customer to 
purchase a firearm for someone who 
is legally ineligible. In cooperation 
with the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, 
NSSF also has directed its message 
to these potential “strawman 
purchasers.” Through displays 
at firearms retail establishments, 
radio and television commercials, 
billboards and even signs on buses, 
the program tells citizens that buying 
a gun for someone who legally can’t 
can get the purchaser a 10-year jail 
sentence and a $250,000 fine.

The third aspect of this three-
pronged campaign is called 
FixNICS. NICS stands for the 
FBI’s National Instant Criminal 
Background Check System. This 
system has a database of ineligible 
purchasers of firearms. However, 
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Be an Ambassador for Firearms Safety
that storehouse of names provided 
by the states currently does not 
include all the adjudicated mental 
health and restraining order records 
on persons who may present a threat 
if provided access to a firearm. 
NSSF is calling on the states to act 
and will support legislation at the 
state and federal levels to ensure 
such records are provided.

All of these measures can help 
prevent a future tragedy. You can 
adapt them to your own home 
by making sure that all firearms 
are stored so that they cannot 
be accessed by someone not 
authorized to use them. Gun safes 
and locked gun cases, as well as 
gun locks, are all safety devices 
you should consider incorporating 
into your firearms-storage plan. 
And you can be an ambassador for 
Project ChildSafe by encouraging 
the law enforcement agencies 
that have jurisdiction in your area 
to participate in requesting and 
distributing free firearms-safety 
kits.

Join NSSF in its efforts to prevent 
unauthorized access to firearms.

Unauthorized access is crucial to helping prevent future tragedies
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128 Years
of 

Walther and the LG400

By: Chip Lohman, Managing Editor Shooting Sports USA - NRA and Jenna Fees (16)

Walther GmbH was founded 
in 1886 and initially made a 

name for itself with the development 
of hunting and target rifles. They began 
making pistols in 1908, which led to 
the legendary PPK and P99 models, 
both carried by the fictional character, 
James Bond.

After World War II, Walther existed 
in name only as a collection of designs 
and patents. By 1957, the company 
had resumed production of the P38 
pistol (renamed the P1) for the West 
German Army. When Fritz Walther 
died in 1966, his son, Karl-Heinz, took 
over the company with a focus on the 
sports sector and new technologies. 
Founded in 1972, Umarex acquired the 
Walther firm in 1993 and continued to 
manufacture under the Walther name.

Umarex USA began in 2006 with 
the Umarex Group’s acquisition 
of RUAG Ammotec USA, North 
American marketers of RWS premium 
airguns. Combined with the world-
class products from German-based 
Umarex, Umarex USA quickly became 
a household name in airguns and 
airgun accessories for North America, 
offering a full line of CO2 airgun 
replicas in well-known models from 
Walther, Ruger, Browning, Heckler & 
Koch, and Colt, to name only a few.

The new U.S.-based Walther Arms 
plans to manufacture a variety of 
products, which may include airguns, 
firearms and OEM products for other 
manufacturers and distributors.

Janet Raab, former NRA High 
Power Rifle National Manager, is now 

the Director of Sales and Marketing 
for Competitive Shooting at Walther 
Arms in Fort Smith, AR. Says Janet: 
“Walther has created a high-tech air 
rifle that is ahead of its time. All of the 
LG400 models, from the inexpensive 
Economy model to the top-of-the-line 
Expert, have the same high-quality 
trigger, barrel, and magnetic absorber 
system.”

From Scott Pilkington, Olympic 
airgun gunsmith and owner of 
Pilkington Competition: “Walther has 
always been an innovator, and the 
name is probably as famous worldwide 
as Colt or Smith & Wesson. The LG400 
will no doubt be a trendsetter.”

 
Field Test by Jenna Fees:

“Up until now, I’ve competed with 
a borrowed Feinwerkbau 700-Junior 
until I was able to purchase my own 
Anschütz Model 8002. For this review, 
I received the LG400 Anatomic Expert 
in the box and unassembled just as 
a new customer would. All of the 
necessary tools came with the rifle. 
It was easily assembled and ready to 
shoot within five minutes. 

“The rifle’s wooden stock is well-
sized and durable enough to house all 
of the adjustable, metal components. I 
was able to position the fully-adjustable 
MEC Contact III buttplate and cheek-
piece for a comfortable, custom fit.  

“While preparing to shoot, I was able 
to pull the action back with one finger 

Arkansas-based Umarex USA shares its campus with the newly created
Walther Arms, Inc.

and load the rifle without breaking 
position. Loading was smooth and 
easy. The loading lever could also be 
reversed for a right or left-handed 
shooter – an awesome feature.

“The Centra sights accurately retain 
their precision build, which made it 
easy to maintain zero on the gun. The 
grip was comfortable for my hold, 
and the riser on the bottom was also 
adjustable to my liking. One of the 
features that I loved the most was the 
two-stage trigger. The trigger was 
super light, enabling me to squeeze 
off each shot effortlessly and with 
little movement. Zeroing the gun took 
no time, and shortly afterwards, I was 
shooting 10s.

“The weight of the gun seemed 
evenly distributed – the heaviest 
component being the rifle butt, which 
is largely due to the carbon fiber barrel 
sleeve that dampens vibration. Another 
positive feature was that the center of 
balance could be shifted fore and aft by 
simply adding weights to the butt or the 
barrel. By far, the Walther LG400 is the 
lightest precision rifle with the greatest 
sense of balance that I have shot.”

Fees currently shoots with the 4-H 
Shooting Club in Fairfax, VA. As an 
Expert Class shooter, she qualified 
to compete at the Junior Olympics in 
Sporter Air Rifle, where she placed 
11th in the nation.  At the time of this 
writing, Fees was one match away 
from becoming Distinguished in 
Sporter Air Rifle and has already set a 
goal of switching to Precision in hopes 
of making a college team. Says Fees, 
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Walther’s top-of-the-line LG400
Anatomic Expert airgun

Jenna Fees tests the Walther LG400 while 
practicing at a local shooting club in Virginia. 
Photo credit goes to her mother, Lynn.

The fully adjustable stock allows 
adjustments to be made to fit any 
size.

Col. Denise Loring
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Colonel Loring has served in the 
United States Army for 27 years. 
Having been taught how to shoot 
by her dad while growing up in 
Honesdale, PA, she later competed 
with the King’s College Rifle Team in 
Wilkes-Barre. She has had two tours 
with the AMU at Fort Benning, GA, 
shooting International smallbore and 
air rifle. Loring was a member of the 
U.S. Shooting Team in 1987 and 1988 
and continues to shoot and coach youth 
shooters. 

Under the Microscope
The Walther LG400 Anatomic Expert 
Site length:     650-850 mm
Barrel length:    420 mm
Overall length:  1075-1100 mm
Weight:  4300 grams (9.46 lbs.)

• Individually adjustable center of 
gravity and weight distribution.

“I enjoy the accuracy that comes from 
shooting precision air rifle and being 
able to adjust the rifle to conform to the 
contour of my body.”

Field Test by Col. Denise Loring:
 
“Jenna was kind enough to let me 

shoot the Walther LG400 during her 
practice session at the Fairfax Rod & 
Gun Club. I appreciated the opportunity 
to try it out, since I have been away from 
shooting for a while and was interested 
in what the new rifles have to offer. The 
LG400 is light and well-balanced and 
is completely adjustable to get a solid 
position. I especially like that the rifle 
can be fired by a right- or left-handed 
shooter by changing the cheek piece 
and grip, which makes it a great rifle 
for a club with many different shooters 
using the same equipment. Once we set 
the rifle up to fit me, it was a lot of fun 
to shoot with a smooth trigger action 
and a lot of power behind the pellet.”

The ergonomically 
shaped loading lever can 
be placed on the left- or 
right-hand side.

• Quick-action stock length and 
cheek piece setting.

• EQUALIZER magnetic 
absorber system reduces recoil.

• Carbon fiber barrel jacket 
for reduced weight, while 
dampening vibration.

• Pressure reducer with Quick 
Clean air filter and ECO valve 
technology:

• Minimal opening pulse
• Reduced shot development time 
• Absolutely tension-free barrel 

mounting
• INSIGHT-OUT match rear sight 

The Alutec Competition model.

and Centra Score front sight.
• Ergonomically shaped loading 

lever can be placed on the left- 
or right-hand side.

• Convenient loading with precise 
pellet guidance and loading 
status indicator. 

• VARIO two-stage trigger with 
extremely fine settings.

• Dry fire mode.

Rifles are shipped with the new 
INSIGHT-OUT Competition rear sight 
and Centra front sight, manual, test 
target, tools and case. For an exploded 
diagram of the LG400, see:

w w w. c a r l - w a l t h e r. d e / p u b l i c /
downloads/manuals/2777398_b_ET_
LG400_System.pdf

The LG400 Alutec
Economy model.

Other Versions of the LG400
The aluminum-stocked Expert model 

has the same features as the LG400 
Anatomic, but with an aluminum 
stock, which is slightly heavier (4400 
grams) than the Anatomic laminated 
wood stock.  

The Alutec Competition model 
below ships with the same INSIGHT-
OUT Competition sight, Centra front 
sight, and MEC Contact buttplate. At 
4200 grams (9.25 lbs.), the weight is 
slightly less than the wooden-stocked 
Anatomic Expert. The rear section of 
the stock from the pistol-grip back is 
different than the Expert model.  The 
cheek piece and buttplate have one-
piece slider bars for easier adjustment. 

The LG400 Alutec Economy model 
below is the least expensive and has 
a simple buttplate; basic competition 
sight and standard front sight. It has the 
shortest length of pull for small, young 
shooters.  As the shooter grows, they 
can upgrade the air rifle with a MEC 
Contact buttplate, the INSIGHT-OUT 
rear sight, more adjustable fore-end 
riser or the entire Expert rear-stock 
section.

For more information on the 
complete line of Walther competitive 
airguns, visit:
www.carl-walther.de/cw.php?lang=en&co

ntent=products&sub=1&subsub=12

Video
www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_

embedded&v=cX3839GXkU0 
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By: Andy Fink, Hayden Lierman (13) 
and Justin Underwood (14)

Reloading With

The winter was slow. What to do 
that would accomplish both training 
and include safety. “Well, juniors, 
should we have a reloading class?” 
The resounding answer was, “YES!” 
We actually had a number of classes on 
reloading both pistol and rifle calibers. 
We covered single-stage presses, turret 
presses, and progressive presses. Since 
most of the juniors in the classes were 
shooting 3-Gun, we covered the 9mm, 
.40 S&W, and .45 ACP pistol and the 
.223 rifle cartridges. One of the main 
items woven into the classes was safety. 
We covered how to reload safely, what 
problems could occur and how they 
may affect your being able to shoot re-
loaded ammunition safely. Remember: 
SAFETY FIRST – fun second!

Have an adult present!
Don’t watch TV!

Don’t bop out to your latest 
iPod download!

FOCUS!
Wear glasses!
Wear gloves!

Use hygiene wipes!
Wash hands!

When covering the .223, we used 
Lyman products and a Lyman turret 
and single-stage press. Most of the 
Lyman products used were included in 
the Lyman T-Mag Expert Kit Deluxe. 
This is a very extensive package and 

includes a lot of products for a very 
reasonable price at $599.

• T-Mag II Press
• Universal Trimmer with 

Expanded Pilot Multi-pack
• 1500 Micro-Touch Digital 

Electronic Scale
• #55 Powder Measure
• Universal Priming Arm
• Primer Tray
• Auto Primer Feed
• Extra Decapping Pins
• 49th Edition Reloading 

Handbook
• Primer Catcher
• Deburring Tool
• Powder Funnel
• Quick Release Turret System 

(T-Mag Press only)
• Case Lube Kit
• 7/8” x 14 Adapter (mounts #55 

powder measure in press turret)
All Lyman Expert Kits include the 

Universal Trimmer w/ 9 pilots. 
The Lyman T-Mag II turret press has 

six die holes on the turret available for 
various dies and a powder measure.

In getting ready to reload our rifle 
.223 cartridge, we first got all of our 
jars ready and labeled. Jars, you say? 
Yes, while using a turret press or 
single-stage press, we operate one 
function or stage at a time. I like to do 
100 cartridges at a time when making 
the fully loaded cartridge, but you can 
actually prepare hundreds or thousands 
of cases at a time for reloading. Each 

Hayden Lierman with 
Lyman’s Crusher 
Expert Deluxe kit with 
turret press.
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jar is labeled as to the case that is inside 
it. The different process may include 
the following with each jar labeled 
appropriately:

• Dirty
• Deprimed
• Cleaned
• Cleaned & Deprimed
• Pocket cleaned
• Trimmed
• Resized & Primed

The powder we use is almost always 
from Hodgdon Powder, and in the case 
of the .223, we were using Hodgdon’s 
Varget, though there are also other 
Hodgdon’s powders that work well. 
Our primers were either CCI or 
Winchester small rifle primers. Bullets 
were from Sierra and were 55-grain 
Full Metal Jacket (FMJ).

Okay, starting off with the DIRTY 
jar: This was naturally used cases 
(brass cases) picked up from the range 
after shooting and hopefully getting 
most of the dirt off.

The DEPRIMED jar has casings 
that have been run through the Lyman 
Universal Decapping die that is set into 
the turret press. This allows you to go 
through a number of cases and knock 
out the primers (decapping). I like to 
get a bunch done at a time and may do 
that in multiple sessions.

The CLEANED jar is for cleaned 
brass that has not been decapped. 
Sometimes I will deprime and clean, 
and other times just clean first. It just 
depends on what I am doing and what 
I have available at the time. However, 
I certainly recommend depriming first 
and then cleaning, as that means the 
inside of the brass case and especially 
the primer pocket get cleaned as well. 
When cleaning, we used a variety 
of products from Lyman’s excellent 
tumblers like the model 2200 and 2500 
or the Turbo Sonic case cleaner like the 
Turbo 2500 which can process up to 
900 9mm cases in less than 15 minutes.

Brass that has been both cleaned 
and deprimed go into the jar marked 

The jars all set up for the different reloading processes.

Lyman’s TS-6000 Turbo Sonic 
cleaning pistol frames. Just about 
any metal that will fit can be 
cleaned.

Top: Dirty brass prior to cleaning. 
Above: Cleaned brass after coming 
out of the Lyman Turbo Sonic cleaner.

Lyman’s Turbo 2200 Tumbler 
brass cleaner.

Hodgdon powder is what we use - in 
this case Varget!

Elizabeth (12) loading Hodgdon 
Varget powder in a .223 case.

CLEANED & DEPRIMED.
Another process we recommend is 

taking each cartridge and cleaning out 
the primer pocket. This will ensure that 
the new primer will go in more easily 
and the primer will ignite through the 
primer hole. This brass goes into the 
POCKET CLEANED jar.

Andrew adjusting the case while 
Jessica and Elizabeth look on.



16 www.juniorshooters.net

Using brass that has been previously 
fired usually requires the used brass 
to be trimmed. The front of the brass 
cartridge where the bullet is placed 
expands during the firing process and 
has a tendency to extrude the case. You 
may not have to trim it the first time it 
is reloaded, but it is always a good idea 
to check the length of the brass. Once 
trimmed it goes into the TRIMMED 
jar.

The RESIZED & PRIMED jar 
holds all the brass which is ready to 
load. It has been resized to the proper 
specifications and primed (new primers 
inserted into the primer pocket). When 
resizing rifle brass that has a shoulder 
such as .223 or 5.56mm brass, you must 
be very careful of not using too much 
lube (just a little is good) and inserting 
the brass too far into the die. This will 
cause the shoulder to collapse resulting 
in the cartridge not chambering in the 
rifle. When I first set up the resizing die, 
I like to go slow and be very careful. 
Little turns of the die to get it set to the 
proper length are best. Remember, we 
are loading small rifle cartridges, so we 
will use small rifle primers. Larger rifle 
cartridges, such as the .308, take large 
rifle primers.

Finally, we are ready to load. This 
is actually accomplished in two steps: 
loading the powder and then seating 
and crimping the bullet.  When using 
a turret press or single-stage press, I 
like to load 100 rounds (cartridges – 
brass, primer, powder, and bullet) at a 
time. You should have already set your 
powder measure to the exact amount 
of powder desired for your cartridge 
and your bullet seating/crimp die to the 
correct depth. (I like to use a factory 
cartridge as the first guideline.)

NOTE: Before loading the first full 
cartridge with powder and even primer, 

.Above: Lyman’s case prep tool kit.

Above: The Lyman case prep multi-
tool is really handy for cleaning out 
primer pockets, chamfering, and even 
trimming.

Above: Lyman’s case trimmer can 
trim just about any cartridge. An 
accessory can even be added so you 
can use a drill.

I like to make a test cartridge. To do this, 
I use a completely cleaned, trimmed, 
and resized case WITHOUT primer 
and seat the bullet to the correct depth. 
I then function-check the cartridge by 
putting it in a magazine and cycling 
it through the chamber of the rifle. If 
it moves smoothly in and out of the 
chamber and ejects nicely, then you are 
good to proceed.

Load the powder into the cases one 
at a time and place them in the loading 
block which contains 100 spaces. 
During this process, I like to actually 
measure the powder on a scale every 
10 cases. This ensures that I always 
have the right amount of powder so 
that accidents don’t occur. Of course, 
I also look in the case each time to 
see if anything has gone wrong that 
is obvious. Be aware of what you are 
doing at all times. If you have to stop 
at any time, place a hard covering over 
the cases in the block so they aren’t 
disturbed.

Once the powder is loaded, you take 
once case at a time and place it in the 
bullet seating/crimp die. This should 
operate smoothly. I also check the 
length of the finished cartridge with 
calipers every 10 cases to make sure 
everything is perfect.

You are done! You have your first 
finished case! 

Here are some paragraphs from a 
couple of the juniors who are reloading:

Hayden Lierman (13)
Rifle Reloading

On reloading rifle, you have to make 
sure that all your casings are clean. 
We use a Lyman Turbo Twin Tumbler 
and Lyman Cleaning Media. On some 
of the casings, there will probably be 
a military primer crimp that you have 
to remove. You also have to clean the 

Above: Lyman has a number of 
different scales including digital 
scales, automatic scale, and the 
regular manual scale shown here.
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primer pocket before you lube the 
casings or else you will have to remove 
the mud that forms in the primer pocket. 
Then, one at a time, run through the 
sizing die and swaging die (if needed 
for military cases), use a head-space 
gauge on every case to specifications 
so it will function properly in your 
rifle! You have to then trim the case, if 
needed, with a Lyman Universal Case 
Trimmer. Then after all the hard work, 
you swab the case neck which removes 
any lube (because the powder drops so 
fast it will plug the neck and powder 
goes everywhere when you lower the 
case), prime, charge with powder, seat 
the bullet, and factory-crimp the round. 
We use Hodgdon’s H322 powder, Full 
Metal Jacket (FMJ), Boat Tail (BT) 
bullets, and CCI primers. We put in 
22 grains of powder and 55-grain FMJ 
bullets. We use a Lyman T-mag Turret 
Press. We have two turrets so it’s a lot 
easier and faster to change between 
calibers. 

Pistol
First make sure that every case is 

properly cleaned. We are using 9mm 
Arms Core bullets, 124-grain FMJ, 
and Hodgdon’s Tight Group powder 
- four grains. After you size and 
deprime the case, prime, expand the 
case so the bullet easily enters the case, 
charge with powder, seat the bullet, 
and slightly factory -crimp the round. 
You have to make sure that you check 
every round just as with the rifle and 
check the powder every 15 to 20 cases. 
So far, this has always been  correct; 
the Lyman powder charger is very 
accurate. I learned that pistol is easier 
and faster than rifle to reload.

Justin Underwood (14)
About six or seven months ago, 

my dad and I decided that now that I 
was involved with Junior Shooters 
magazine that we were going to need 
to start reloading. We wanted to save 
a lot of money on ammunition. After 
the Lyman single-stage reloader came 
in, we bought a set of 9mm reloading 
dies. It was a blast learning how to 
reload. Whenever you are reloading, 
you should always remember to not be 
listening to loud music or be distracted 
in any way. 

Now, here is how you reload. First, 
you put all your empty casings in a big 
circular container called a case tumbler. 
Then, you take out the casings and eject 
the old primers at the reloading press. 
Next, you put the new primers into the 
empty casings. You have to be quite 
observant on this part to make sure that 

Top: Justin resizing a .223 cartridge.
Bottom: Justin, checking each 
cartridge’s length using calipers 
to make sure it meets SAAMI 
specifications for case length.

you press the primer in all the way 
because a primer that is protruding 
from the case even a little bit can cause 
your gun to jam. After the primers are 
in, you are now going to start putting 
in the charge of gunpowder. You have 
to be extremely careful that you don’t 
put in a double charge because this can 
harm your gun by damaging the barrel 
and in worst-case scenarios can send 
shrapnel flying. After you put your 
charge in, you need to expand the edge 
of the case just a little bit. By flaring 
the edge, you create a pathway for the 
bullet to seat just right in the casing. 
Once that is over, you start outing the 
bullet in the casing. You must make 
sure that the bullet is seated properly 
because if it is not it can cause another 
jam. Finally, you crimp the casing 
around the bullet. You have just 
reloaded a cartridge. 

Bullets and powders that I use:  
Rainier 9mm 115RN with 5.1gr of 
HP-38.
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By: Ty Weaver (18)

Do You Stink at Pre-season Scouting?

I do mean this literally! Answer 
this question: Do you enter the woods 
before or after hunting season with less 
emphasis on bio-engineered enzyme 
technology? Impressive, huh? In other 
words, are you tromping around in 
critter country smelling like something 
other than nothing?

Most of us take time to prepare 
ourselves during hunting season to be 
as invisible as possible, sight and scent, 
but for some reason we let our guard 
down when the season ends. Why? We 
are always so careful to wear camo, 
stay quiet, and practice scent control 
during the season only to relax after the 
season ends. A big buck’s senses don’t 
stop after season. 

Technology can actually give the 
upper hand to the critters versus the 
hunter. New technology like game 
cameras are the cause of spreading 
more human and foreign odors in big 
buck country than anything else. Every 
time you enter the woods to pull your 
card from the camera you are spreading 
“yuck” in your hunting area, not to 
mention the smell of the camera itself! 
Where has it been? Did you touch it 
with your bare hands? How long was 
it sitting in the back seat of your truck? 
Even worse, was your little sister 
trying to take pictures of herself with 
it while doused in some smelly foo-foo 
juice that she says smells good? I know 
this one from experience! I could even 
smell the camera! 

We do have access to some 
phenomenal technology that gives 
us an advantage or at least levels 
the playing field a bit. That is the 
technology and products offered by 
Dead Down Wind. Now, look here. 
Most folks who read my articles know 
that I’m not great at writing technical 
articles; I’d rather write about pursuit 
and adrenaline-rushed adventures, but 
I really believe and can attribute many 
successful adventures due to Dead 
Down Wind products. (I may squeeze 
in a quick adventure at the end of this 
article. Yup, I will!)

Here is what I do as it pertains to 
off-season scouting. I take a shower 
before I head out scouting with Dead 
Down Wind personal hygiene products 
— soap, shampoo, conditioner — and 

apply DDW antiperspirant. I use a towel 
and washcloth that was laundered with 
DDW laundry detergent. 

I have my not-so-good camo washed 
in Dead Down Wind laundry detergent 
that I wear every time I enter the woods 
during the off-season. This saves 
the wear and tear on my good stuff. 
The wear and tear is from me as this 
detergent will not fade camo even after 
repeated washings. I can attest to this 
as Mom washes mine a zillion times a 
year! 

It also has UV inhibitors so you 
won’t glow like a caffeine-overdosed 
lightning bug! And here is the big, 

big, big, technology plus: It contains 
bio-engineered Enzyme Scent Prevent 
Technology to clean, deodorize, 
and unclog carbon molecules! You 
can read more about this at www.
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“Every kid is 
waiting to be 
invited outdoors

 Ask them.”

deaddownwind.com. It will even 
remove TastyKake and Moxie stains 
from your camo. Only a few local 
area folks will know what these tasty 
morning-starting treats are all about! 
Yum!

Mom also uses the DDW Dryer 
Sheets. Take notice I reference Mom 
a bunch ‘cause I wouldn’t even know 
how to turn on the washing and drying 
apparatuses in the house. I love you, 
Mom! The dryer sheets help prevent 
the lightning-bug thing, are antistatic, 
and they are 100% biodegradable. 
They also work great for patching 
holes in small game or deer ears when 
you are doing taxidermy work which 
eliminates sewing. I can explain that 
later.

I store my clothes in a container 
with DDW Boot & Storage Powder. I 
store my boots in a separate container 
with the powder. Here is a cool piece 
of data: Each foot has 250,000 sweat 
pores! Don’t try to count them; just 
trust me on this one. I store my boots 
with powder in them and also apply 
the powder directly to my skin before 
heading out. This works awesome 
on gloves and packs! It even works 
in smelly trashcans! I sprinkle some 
on my sister to wake her up in the 
morning! 

My most favorite product is Evolve 
3D Field Spray. I apply this before 
heading to stand and again once I 
arrive at the critter hot spot! This stuff 
is proprietary bio-engineered enzyme 
technology in a spray bottle! It prevents 
and terminates the full spectrum of 
odor molecules: human, smoke, gas, 
little sisters, and other odors! It is 
skin safe. This is your last line of 
defense against any critter-alarming, 
contaminant scents a hunter or pre-
season scouter may acquire before and 
during the hunt! Do not skip this step!

DDW has many other useful pre-
season products like waxes and 
odorless oils that I use on my tree 
stands and game cameras. 

If you follow this recipe, you will not 
spread yuck during your pre-season 

outings, and the critters will never 
know that you are visiting their turf! 
This will pay off big when next season 
rolls around! 

In April, Dad and I were on a scouting 
mission in West Texas. We prepped 
ourselves and our gear as mentioned 
above. This was new territory for us, 
and we knew very little about this 
property, but what we did know is that 
hogs and exotics like axis deer are open 
year-round in Texas. We decided to 
scout the old fashioned way by sitting 
in an area that overlooked a large area 
of land equipped with binoculars and, 
of course, our bows just in case we 
spotted something worth pursuing. 

Dad was sitting in a hilly area of the 
property, and I was located on a knoll 
overlooking a small creek. Just before 
dark I spotted some axis deer below 
me. All were does and a couple small 
bucks until “Big Fuzzy” stepped out 
of the cedar! He was a monster axis 
buck in velvet! I have always wanted 
to shoot and mount a buck like this. 
I have mounted many axis bucks but 
none in velvet. My only route to reach 
him in time before dark was to make a 
very quick stalk with the wind on the 
back on my neck. Not the best option 
but my only one at the time. The stiff 
wind helped to conceal noise a bit, 
but it made me nervous. At 38 yards, I 
settled the pin of my Alpine F1 Fireball 
on Big Fuzzy’s vitals and touched off 
my Equalizer release. The Victory 
arrow tipped with a Magnus 125-grain 

BuzzCut smacked the crease of Big 
Fuzzy’s shoulder. I sent Dad a text, and 
in no time we followed a short blood 
trail to my monster axis. Big Fuzzy 
was Dead Down Wind!

How will I ever top this? Would you 
believe I repeated the exact same thing 
the very next night? I did! Exactly like 
the first time! Look at the photos close, 
and you will see that Big Fuzzy has a 
brother!

Your buddy always,
Ty Weaver            
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Sig Sauer’s

By: Andy Fink, Hayden Lierman (13), Alisah Lierman (18), and Wyatt Irish (13)

This pistol is sweet! It looks cool. It 
fits in your hand well, even the small 
hands of juniors and smaller women. 
It’s a double/single-action semi-auto 
and is great for plinking and practice. I 
admit that the trigger isn’t the greatest, 
but you can get used to it, and with the 
right ammunition, this .22 LR pistol 
will shoot all day. We received three of 
them for testing and have been using 
them in our 3-Gun junior training 
during our .22 pistol practice. They are 
very accurate.

First released in 2005, the Sig Sauer 
Mosquito has come a long way. There 
are people who love it and people who 
say that it has Failure To Feed (FTF) 
and Failure To Eject (FTE) problems. 
Our experience is that if you find 
the right type of ammunition your 
Mosquito likes, you won’t have any 
problems at all. Most Mosquitos like 
CCI Mini Mags and CCI Stingers. 
Some of them also function well with 
Federal value pack, Federal Tactical 
.22LR, Remington, and Winchester. 
You just need to find the one that works 
well with your gun.

Sig Sauer’s Mosquito has an 
ergonomic design to provide an 
enjoyable shooting experience. It is 
based on the design of the Sig Sauer 
P226 but is 10% smaller in size and 
chambered for the .22 long rifle 
cartridge. The Mosquito is built on 
a tough polymer frame and features 
an accessory rail, rugged blowback 
system, fixed barrel, adjustable sights, 
and multiple safety devices. The 
controls are similar to those present 
on full-size models and include (from 
front to rear) a left takedown lever, a left 
decocking lever, reversible magazine 
catch, and ambidextrous manual safety. 
In addition, the pistol is provided with 
an integral safety lock located at the 
rear of the magazine well which when 
enabled prevents cycling of slide, 
hammer fall, and trigger action.

OSQUITOM

The standard Mosquito model is 
chambered in .22 LR and has a Double-
Action/Single-Action trigger (DA/
SA). The first round is fired double-
action and the remaining rounds fired 
single-action (as the first round fired 
cycled the action cocking the hammer.) 
Single-action trigger pull is 4.4 lbs. 
while the double-action is 12.4 lbs. 
The polymer frame and small size 
(compared to the SIG P226) allow the 
pistol with magazine to weigh little 
more than 24.6 oz. The overall height 
is 5.3 inches with a barrel length of 
3.9 inches. The Mosquito’s frame has 
an accessory rail, a ten-round capacity 
magazine, and adjustable sights.

There are five basic Mosquito 
models available, though they come 
in a variety of different colors and 
finishes. The Mosquito Reverse Two-
Tone has a stainless finish on the frame 
with a blued slide. The more traditional 
Mosquito Two-Tone has a stainless 
finish slide and polymer frame. For the 
classic professional look, there’s the 
basic Mosquito with a blued overall 

finish. The Mosquito with Threaded 
Barrel, which also has a blued finish, 
is designed to accept most suppressors. 
For those who take their target shooting 
more seriously, the new Mosquito 
Sport features a longer sight radius and 
is fitted with an extended barrel and 
barrel weight. There are 14 different 
combinations of Mosquitos available 
on the Sig Sauer website. 

• Mosquito
• Mosquito Two-Tone
• Mosquito w/Threaded Barrel
• Mosquito Reverse Two-Tone
• Mosquito Pink Finish
• Mosquito Desert Camo
• Mosquito FDE
• Mosquito FDE TB
• Mosquito OD Green
• Mosquito OD Green TB
• Mosquito Carbon Fiber
• Mosquito Multi Cam
• Mosquito Multi Cam TB
• Mosquito Purple

We received three different models for testing, each of which was provided to a 
different junior as well as tested by adult staff. They were (L to R): The carbon 

fiber model,  the FDE model, and the Multi CAM model.
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Two different holsters were used. left: A custom holster built by Blade-Tech 
specifically to fit the Mosquito, and right: a leather holster designed for the 

P226 built by Ted Blocker holsters who make outstanding leather holsters.

A close-up of the Mosquito Carbon Model.

Along with extra mags and holsters, 
factory accessories include a polymer 
bridgemount that makes it possible to 
mount a red dot sight or other scope 
accessory. Its accessory rail makes it 
possible to mount lights and/or lasers 
that are available today.  

Hayden Lierman (13)
My .22 Mosquito pistol is the Desert 

Digital Camo model manufactured by 
Sig Sauer. I received this gun in March 
at a practice match in Emmett. I like the 
gun, but the first time I used it, we didn’t 
use the right ammo in it so it would 

jam almost every shot.   Finally, we 
got the right ammo, and the Mosquito 
worked great. The pistol looks cool 
and feels like a Beretta, which I think 
is awesome. It’s a desert camouflage 
color. The plastic grip meets the metal 
very well; there are no gaps. It has 
an attachment rail so you can add an 
accessory on it; however, I don’t think 
this .22 needs any accessories.  The 
sights are normal post sights which 
are all right for a .22. The trigger is 
double-action for the first shot, and 
it’s very hard to pull back in double-
action. This Mosquito doesn’t seem to 
function smoothly with cheap ammo. 
Get CCI Mini-Mags. The accuracy is 
good. I recommend this gun for fun 
and practice shooting. 

Alisah Lierman (18)
I got my Mosquito Carbon Fiber 

model by Sig Sauer in the beginning 
of March 2012.  It is used to help me 
practice my pistol since it’s cheaper to 
shoot .22 than it is 9mm. I do like my 
Mosquito. Not only does it look pretty, 
but it is accurate. The Mosquitos are 
very picky on what kind of ammo 
they will shoot. When I first got it, I 
didn’t like it because all it did was 
jam.  But come to find out, it was only 
the ammo that made it keep jamming. 
The Mosquito looks sleek and fits like 
a glove. The gun has a cool gray and 
black triangle checker design. The 
single-action trigger has a nice, easy 
pull. I would recommend this gun to 
anyone; it’s a really good little gun. 
When you buy it, buy a box of each .22 
LR caliber brands and try them out to 
see which one the gun likes the best. 
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Wyatt Irish (13)

I’ll admit coming home with the 
Mosquito Multi Cam model was a 
shocker. At first I thought that it was 
way too small to be reliable. For 
instance, I thought that the barrel was 
too short to be that accurate and the 
action was too small to cycle rounds 
properly. However, one thing was for 
sure: I loved how the grip felt in my 
hand. For a person with small, bony-
fingered, 13-year-old hands, the grip 
almost felt custom fit. But there is only 
one way to find out if these things are 
true or false, and that’s to shoot some 
targets.

When we went out and tried out 
the Mosquito, we used Remington 
and Winchester .22LR ammo. The 
Mosquito had only one jam all day, and 
it was an easy fix.  It was unbelievably 
accurate. 29 times out of 30, I hit the 
target with ease, and the 30th was me 
getting a little shaky from holding it 
up so long, so short barrel and small 
action wasn’t even a problem. Oh. And 
here’s the kicker: My dad even liked it, 
and his hand is the size of a plate so the 
grip works for a lot of size hands. So, 
yeah, I love this pistol.

Wyatt’s 3-Gun .22LR practice set up includes a five 
extra magazine pouch, Winchester ammunition, 
a Blade-Tech holster specifically made for the Sig 
Sauer Mosquito, and the Mosquito Multi Cam 

.22LR semi-auto pistol.

The Mosquito FDE model showing 
the ambidextrous safety.
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